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This discussion paper is part of the preparatory materials for the 21st IREN East Africa Media 

Forum hosted by the Inter Region Economic Network (IREN Kenya). It synthesizes key points from 

Dr. Brahim Khlil (Independent Researcher with a focus on Sustainable Development and 

Industrial Innovation, Mauritania). 

Executive Summary 

In the intricate web of today's world, where power no longer resides solely in the hands of a few 

but is shared across multiple global entities, the United Nations (UN) shines as a beacon of 

collective action and diplomacy. This overview sheds light on the crucial role the UN plays in 

knitting together peace, development, and human rights efforts, especially within the vibrant 

continent of Africa. 

The UN's endeavors in Africa stand as testament to its commitment to confronting some of the 

continent's most daunting challenges. Through initiatives ranging from peacekeeping operations 

to developmental support and advocating for global attention to African issues, the UN has 

proven itself a vital ally. Its capacity to rally international backing and resources has been key to 

providing aid during crises, driving forward development, and elevating African concerns on the 

world stage. 

This summary highlights the positive impacts of the UN in Africa, where its activities have not 

only helped to quell conflicts but have also paved pathways towards sustainable peace and 

development. The organization's work across health, education, and economic sectors 

underscores a holistic strategy aimed at boosting the well-being of African nations. 

The document proposes strategic actions to maximize the UN's beneficial presence in Africa 

amidst the complexities of a multipolar globe. These include forging stronger collaborations with 

African states and regional bodies, focusing on sustainable development tailored to the 

continent's unique needs, and ensuring Africa's perspectives are heard in global UN dialogues. 

The goal is to enhance the UN's effectiveness as both a mediator in conflict situations and a 

supporter of Africa's journey towards stability and prosperity, with equitable global 

representation. 

To sum up, the significance and impact of the UN in fostering a brighter future for Africa in the 

context of today's distributed global power cannot be overstated. By closely aligning its efforts 

with the aspirations and priorities of African nations, and by continuing to champion African 

interests at an international level, the UN solidifies its position as an essential force for global 

peace and development. This strategic focus and dedicated support from the UN are not just 

beneficial for Africa; they are crucial for tackling the global challenges of an interlinked world. 
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Introduction 

In today's world, defined by shifting geopolitical landscapes and the rise of new global 

influencers, the United Nations (UN) finds itself at a pivotal juncture. As we navigate through the 

complexities of a multipolar world, the role and ongoing relevance of the UN in fostering 

development and stability in Africa demands a closer look. This document aims to unravel the 

impact and effectiveness of the UN amidst the continent’s evolving socio-political and economic 

landscape, where multiple powers exert their influence on the global stage. The continent of 

Africa, with its rich cultural diversity, youthful population, and untapped economic potential, is 

at the heart of global strategies aimed at achieving peace, progress, and human rights. This white 

paper embarks on a critical examination of how the UN's efforts in peacekeeping, humanitarian 

aid, and development initiatives align with Africa's unique needs and aspirations amidst the 

global shift towards a more distributed form of power. 

It delves into the myriad ways the UN has become an integral part of Africa’s quest for peace and 

prosperity. From peacekeeping missions in conflict-affected areas to development programs 

aimed at eradicating poverty and promoting education, the UN’s footprint in Africa is undeniable. 

Furthermore, the paper explores the UN’s ability to bring together diverse actors, from member 

states to regional organizations, to work collaboratively towards common goals in Africa. The 

emergence of a multipolar world, characterized by an increased dispersion of power among 

countries beyond the traditional Western hegemonies, presents new challenges and 

opportunities for the UN's activities in Africa. The paper assesses the strategies adopted by the 

UN to engage with and leverage the influence of rising powers for the benefit of the African 

continent. It critically analyzes the potential for these relationships to advance Africa’s 

development agenda, emphasizing the need for inclusivity and partnership in a rapidly changing 

global context. 

In essence, the paper posits that the UN’s capacity for adaptation, its unwavering commitment 

to collective action, and its role as a mediator in the international community are more crucial 

than ever for securing a prosperous and stable future for Africa. Through a detailed exploration 

of the UN’s engagements in the continent within the current global framework, the paper 

highlights the importance of strategic collaboration and innovative approaches to meet Africa’s 

development goals and aspirations. 



In doing so, the document provides insights into how the UN can continue to play a vital role in 

Africa, advocating for a future where the continent's voices are amplified and its potential fully 

realized in the global arena, making a case for the enduring significance of the United Nations in 

a world where power is increasingly shared and diversified. 

Background 

Anchored in its Charter, the UN aspires to a world of peace, justice, and collective progress, 

offering a structured framework for international cooperation and conflict resolution. Central to 

this endeavor is the Security Council, highlighted in Chapter V of the Charter, which bears the 

primary responsibility for maintaining international peace and security (United Nations Charter, 

Chapter V). 

The Security Council's composition, featuring fifteen members including five permanent ones 

with veto power, symbolizes the UN's commitment to navigating global security challenges 

through united action. Its mandate encompasses the formulation of armament regulations and 

the provision of decisive responses to threats against peace (United Nations Charter, Chapter VI, 

VII). This capacity to intervene positions the UN as a key mediator and peacekeeper, equipped 

with mechanisms for both peaceful dispute resolutions and more robust actions in response to 

breaches of peace or acts of aggression. 

Additionally, the Charter acknowledges the significance of regional arrangements in preserving 

peace and security, as outlined in Chapter VIII, underscoring the UN's appreciation for regional 

specificity and the efficacy of localized conflict resolution strategies (United Nations Charter, 

Chapter VIII). This recognition ensures a holistic approach by the UN, marrying global efforts with 

regional insights for a comprehensive strategy towards international peace and security. 

As this document delves into the UN's relevance in a multipolar world, with a particular lens on 

Africa, the Charter's directives provide a critical foundation for understanding the organization's 

mechanisms for peace, security, and cooperation. The adaptation of these frameworks to meet 

Africa's distinct challenges within a multipolar context is pivotal for assessing the UN's role and 

effectiveness. 

The interplay between global governance and regional nuances, encapsulated in the UN Charter, 

provides a lens through which to explore the UN's potential in fostering a stable, peaceful, and 

prosperous Africa. This exploration aims to highlight pathways for enhanced cooperation and to 

reaffirm the enduring importance of the United Nations in an era marked by complex 

interdependencies and shared global challenges. 

The UN's Role in a Multipolar World  

Alignment with Multipolar Realities 

Navigating through the intricacies of today's global dynamics, the United Nations (UN) is 

confronted with a radically evolving multipolar world, an environment vastly different from the 



bipolar or unipolar landscapes of the past. This new era, marked by the rise of significant powers 

such as China and India alongside established entities like the United States and the European 

Union, demands a reevaluation of the UN's strategies and objectives. The transition from a 

unipolar to a multipolar world, particularly after the 2008 financial crisis, signifies a period where 

power is not centralized but rather dispersed across various global actors, offering a mix of 

challenges and opportunities for the UN. 

In this multipolar context, the UN's enduring mission—to foster international peace, promote 

social and economic development, and uphold human rights—remains more relevant than ever. 

However, the organization must now navigate a more complex geopolitical maze, engage with 

diverse development models, and address the fragmentation caused by a stronger emphasis on 

regionalism. The evolving landscape introduces a nuanced set of challenges: mediating disputes 

and fostering cooperation becomes increasingly complicated amidst the diverse interests of 

rising powers; and the proliferation of alternative development pathways, highlighted by 

initiatives like China's Belt and Road, calls for an adaptive approach to development and aid. Yet, 

this new era also unveils significant opportunities for the UN to strengthen its foundational goals. 

The emergence of multiple centers of global influence allows the UN to form a wider array of 

partnerships, enhancing its ability to advance global peace, development, and equity. Moreover, 

the UN is uniquely positioned to play a pivotal role in sculpting a reimagined international order 

that genuinely reflects the multipolar reality, advocating for a more democratic and inclusive 

form of global governance. This imperative for multilateralism and collective action is 

accentuated in a world where unilateral tendencies threaten global stability. 

To thrive in this complex environment, strategic adaptations are essential for the UN. Embracing 

a governance model that mirrors the current global power distribution could enhance the 

organization's relevance, ensuring that emerging powers have their voices heard. The UN's 

capacity for fostering inclusive dialogue must be harnessed to its fullest, bridging diverse 

perspectives and cultivating consensus among the international community. Furthermore, the 

organization's approach to development must evolve, acknowledging the variety of strategies 

that have emerged across different regions and integrating them into a cohesive framework that 

respects local contexts while pursuing universal goals. As we forge ahead, the UN's journey 

through the multipolar world is both a challenge and an opportunity. By reevaluating its role and 

adapting its strategies, the UN can ensure that it remains a central pillar of international 

cooperation, guiding the world towards peace, prosperity, and equity. In this critical moment, 

the organization's ability to evolve and embrace the complexities of the multipolar world will 

determine its future efficacy and impact. 

In light of these considerations, drawing on Michael A. Peters' analysis, it becomes clear that the 

UN's path forward involves not only navigating but also shaping the multipolar world order. This 

requires a delicate balance of adaptation and leadership, leveraging the organization's unique 

position to foster a more inclusive and equitable global landscape (Peters, 2023). 

Africa and the United Nations: Navigating Progress in a Multipolar World 



The Sahel region, stretching across the breadth of Africa below the Sahara Desert, is currently 
experiencing a significant geopolitical shift reminiscent of the post-Cold War era’s aftermath in 
Somalia. This comparison is not just academic; it carries with it a stark warning of the potential 
consequences if history’s lessons are ignored. In the early 1990s, Somalia descended into chaos 
following the collapse of a regime that, despite its flaws, had been a linchpin of stability. The 
abrupt withdrawal of Cold War-era support left a vacuum that internal factions and external 
interests vied to fill, leading to a protracted conflict that devastated the nation and its people. 
Today, the Sahel finds itself in a similarly precarious position, as traditional influences wane and 
new actors emerge, threatening to upset the fragile balance that has kept the region from 
spiraling into deeper conflict. This underscores the urgent need for a proactive and balanced 
engagement by the United Nations. The international community, led by the United Nations, must 
heed the lessons of the past, acting decisively to prevent the emergence of another humanitarian 
disaster. Through proactive engagement, diplomatic dialogue, and a commitment to the 
principles of sovereignty and development, it is possible to navigate the complexities of the 
current geopolitical landscape, ensuring that the Sahel does not become the stage for another 
tragedy but a testament to the power of international cooperation and solidarity. Rather than 
aligning with the interests of any single external power, the UN can serve as a neutral arbiter and 
facilitator, prioritizing the voices and preferences of the Sahel’s populations.  
 
The unfolding situations in the Sahel region, characterized by military takeovers, foreign 
mercenaries, and complex information warfare, underscore the intricate challenges facing 
international institutions like the United Nations in fostering stability and supporting governance 
reforms in Africa. They highlight the urgent need for comprehensive strategies that address the 
multifaceted drivers of instability, promote inclusive governance, and effectively navigate the 
intricate web of international relations shaping Africa’s security landscape today. The cases of the 
Sahel region underscore the complexities of leveraging international partnerships for national 
security and development amidst competing interests and influences of global powers.  
 
The indirect confrontation between Russia and France in Africa, manifested through military 
engagements, diplomatic endeavors, and narratives of influence, presents a dynamic tableau 
reflective of broader geopolitical shifts and historical narratives, and complicates the United 
Nations’ efforts for peace and stability on the continent. It constrains the space for neutral and 
impartial intervention, complicates consensus-building among international stakeholders, and, at 
times, exacerbates tensions on the ground by fueling narratives of neo-colonialism or external 
interference. Moreover, it risks sidelining the priorities and voices of African nations themselves, 
overshadowing the principle that African solutions to African challenges should be at the 
forefront of international efforts. 
 
Addressing these challenges requires a delicate balance of diplomatic engagement, strategic 
flexibility, and a reaffirmed commitment to the principles of sovereignty, neutrality, and the 
promotion of inclusive governance. The tragic events in Somalia, particularly the 1993 Battle of 
Mogadishu and the Rwandan Genocide in 1994 which resulted in the deaths of approximately 
800,000 people led to significant introspection and criticism of the UN and the broader 
international community.  The Security Council’s introspection has evolved into a clarion call for 



the establishment of robust early warning systems, preventive diplomacy, and effective 
deterrents to future atrocities. It underlines the imperative of learning from past oversights to 
better equip the international community for preventative action.  
 
The UN must foster dialogue among all stakeholders, including external actors, regional 
organizations, and African nations, to align efforts towards sustainable peace and development. 
In navigating the complexities introduced by the indirect Russia-France confrontation, the UN’s 
role as a mediator and advocate for multilateralism and cooperative solutions becomes more 
crucial than ever. 
 
The United Nations (UN) is not just a pillar of international cooperation and diplomacy, it’s also 
a crucial ally and advocate for Africa in the multipolar world. Guided by the comprehensive 
analyses of Goga & Qirici (2017) and further enriched by the insights of Shai et al. (2019) and 
colleagues, the narrative unfolds to highlight the UN’s pivotal role in harnessing the multipolar 
dynamics for Africa’s development, sustainability, and integration into the global framework. The 
UN’s economic initiatives, through its collaboration with entities like the World Trade 
Organization (WTO), the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO), and the United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), demonstrate a concerted effort to tailor global 
agendas—such as the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and the Paris Agreement—to 
Africa’s unique landscape. These efforts reflect a profound commitment to fostering equitable 
growth, innovation, and environmental stewardship within the continent. 
 
Three key areas underscore the UN’s vital engagement with Africa in the multipolar context: 

1.Global Consensus for African Priorities: The UN's effectiveness in rallying international support 

around African issues showcases its unparalleled ability to navigate the multipolar world’s 

complexities. Through platforms like UNCTAD and ECOSOC, the UN ensures that Africa’s voice is 

amplified and its concerns are prioritized, promoting policies and agreements that directly 

benefit the continent's socio-economic landscape. 

2.Adaptability to Africa’s Economic Diversity:  Recognizing the continent's diverse economic 

environments, from burgeoning markets to regions striving for stability, the UN exhibits 

remarkable adaptability. Tailoring initiatives to align with local contexts, the organization 

supports Africa’s path to development by respecting its economic diversity and cultural richness, 

thus advocating for solutions that are both inclusive and effective. 

3.Harmonizing Economic Norms for Africa's Benefit: Navigating the challenge of integrating 

diverse economic norms into a global system, the UN champions frameworks that accommodate 

Africa’s economic policies and development goals. Through its work, especially in trade 

facilitation and intellectual property, the UN facilitates Africa’s engagement in fair and balanced 

economic exchanges on the global stage. 

The UN's endeavors in Africa, set against the backdrop of a multipolar world, are a testament to 

the organization's dynamic role in promoting a future where the continent’s potentials are fully 



realized. It champions a world where Africa’s aspirations for development, peace, and 

sustainability are not just acknowledged but actively supported through collaborative, 

innovative, and strategic global partnerships. Looking ahead, the UN's journey with Africa amidst 

the evolving global order is both inspiring and essential. It signifies a commitment to shaping a 

future that honors shared prosperity and mutual respect among nations. With a focus on unity, 

diversity, and sustainability, the UN's engagement with Africa is pivotal in navigating the 

challenges and seizing the opportunities presented by the multipolar world. In this era of 

transformation, the UN stands as a beacon of hope and a key architect of progress, reinforcing 

its indispensable role in fostering an equitable, stable, and thriving Africa fully integrated into the 

international community. 

Enhancing UN Peace Operations in Africa: Opportunities in a Multipolar World 

The perspectives and frameworks provided by Abdenur (2019) along with the insights of Osland 

and Mateja (2021) illuminate the path forward for UN peacekeeping operations. These 

operations stand as critical instruments for fostering peace, stability, and development across 

the African continent amidst the complexities of the global order. 

1 Leveraging Multipolarity for Enhanced Peacekeeping in Africa: The advent of a multipolar 

world, characterized by the diffusion of global power across various international actors, offers a 

unique opportunity for the UN to strengthen its peacekeeping missions in Africa. This 

environment allows for a richer tapestry of international collaboration, where emerging powers 

alongside traditional ones can contribute to a collective effort in supporting peace initiatives. The 

diversity of actors in the multipolar landscape provides the UN with a broader platform for 

garnering support, resources, and innovative solutions tailored to the unique challenges faced by 

African nations. 

2 The Rule of Law and Community-Driven Peacebuilding: Central to the success of UN peace 

operations in Africa is the steadfast commitment to the rule of law and the prioritization of 

bottom-up, community-driven approaches to peacebuilding. These approaches ensure that 

peacekeeping efforts are not only grounded in justice and accountability but also resonate with 

the needs and aspirations of local populations. By engaging communities as active participants in 

the peace process, the UN fosters a sense of ownership and sustainability in its missions, paving 

the way for lasting peace and stability. 

3 Strategic Leadership and Inclusive Collaboration: The effectiveness of UN peace operations in 

Africa is further augmented by leadership that is adaptable, visionary, and inclusive. Navigating 

the multipolar world requires leaders who can build consensus among a wide array of 

stakeholders, including regional organizations, national governments, and civil society. Such 

inclusive collaboration is instrumental in crafting peacekeeping strategies that are both 

contextually relevant and broadly supported. The UN's ability to act as a mediator and a platform 

for dialogue across diverse interests underscores its vital role in promoting peace and security in 

Africa. 



In the discourse surrounding the UN's role in Africa, the organization's contributions to 

peacekeeping and development within the multipolar context stand as testament to its enduring 

relevance and positive impact. The UN, through its principled approach to peacekeeping, 

adaptation to global dynamics, and commitment to local empowerment, continues to offer vital 

support to African nations navigating the challenges of the 21st century. As we look to the future, 

the UN's role in Africa remains indispensable, serving as a cornerstone for collective efforts 

towards a more peaceful, just, and prosperous continent. 

The ongoing dialogue between proponents of the UN's mission in Africa and its critics is essential, 

providing a rich landscape for understanding and improving international peacekeeping efforts. 

By highlighting the UN's strengths and achievements, this white paper contributes to a 

constructive discussion on enhancing the organization's impact in Africa, advocating for 

continued support and engagement in its missions across the continent. 

Transforming Africa: The Economic and Social Impact of UN Initiatives 

The African continent, with its rich tapestry of cultures, resources, and potential, stands on the 

brink of a transformative era driven by economic and social initiatives that promise a future of 

empowerment and sustainable growth. At the heart of this transformative push is the United 

Nations, whose initiatives in Africa are a testament to a deep-seated belief in the continent's 

boundless potential. This section delves into the tangible impacts of these initiatives, showcasing 

how strategic partnerships, policy innovations, and technological advancements are bridging the 

gap between potential and realization. One pivotal element in this narrative is the African Union's 

Science, Technology, and Innovation Strategy for Africa (STISA) 2024, designed to catalyze Africa's 

renaissance in the fields of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM). This 

blueprint for the future underscores the continent's commitment to elevating research and 

development, thereby positioning Africa as a global hub of innovation. The UN, through its 

various agencies, has been instrumental in supporting this vision by fostering educational 

programs, enhancing digital infrastructure, and promoting research collaboration across African 

nations. 

Despite the ambitious framework set out by STISA 2024, Africa faces significant challenges, 

notably its underrepresentation in global patents and a persistent digital divide. These challenges 

underscore the need for continued focus on policy implementation and investment in digital 

literacy and infrastructure. The UN's efforts to address these issues are multifaceted, including 

supporting policy development, facilitating technology transfer, and providing platforms for 

international collaboration. 

The United Nations General Assembly highlights the importance of domestic resource 

mobilization in transforming Africa's energy and food systems, which are critical to achieving 

sustainable development. By focusing on innovative financing models, the UN is helping Africa to 

tackle the paradox of being a resource-rich continent that still grapples with challenges of debt, 

energy access, and food insecurity. Initiatives aimed at boosting renewable energy adoption and 



improving agricultural productivity are examples of how the UN is contributing to solving these 

paradoxes. 

A cornerstone of Africa's economic transformation is the African Continental Free Trade Area 

(AfCFTA), which promises to reshape the continent's economic landscape by fostering a 

conducive environment for trade and investment. The AfCFTA's focus on agriculture and 

sustainable development aligns with the UN's broader goals for Africa, emphasizing the 

importance of trade as a catalyst for economic growth and poverty alleviation. The UN's role in 

supporting the AfCFTA includes technical assistance, policy guidance, and capacity-building 

efforts to ensure its successful implementation and to maximize its benefits across the continent.  

The journey of transforming Africa is marked by resilience, innovation, and a collective resolve to 

chart a course toward prosperity. The UN's initiatives in Africa are not merely a reflection of its 

commitment to the continent but also a call to action for global partners to join in these efforts. 

Through robust institutions, transparent policy frameworks, and strategic partnerships, the 

vision of an empowered Africa, driving its own destiny towards a future marked by innovation, 

sustainability, and inclusivity, is gradually becoming a reality. As we reflect on the economic and 

social impacts of UN initiatives in Africa, it's clear that the path forward is one of collaboration, 

innovation, and shared commitment to unlocking the continent's vast potential. The United 

Nations, in concert with African nations and international partners, stands as a steadfast ally in 

Africa's transformative journey, exemplifying the power of collective action in shaping a more 

prosperous and sustainable future for all. 

Africa in a Multipolar World: Leveraging United Nations' Support for Sustainable Development’ 

In the ever-evolving tapestry of global geopolitics, Africa stands at a crossroads, navigating 

through the complexities of a multipolar world. The continent's journey is marked by a rich 

mosaic of cultures, a dynamic socio-political landscape, and burgeoning economic prospects. As 

the global balance of power diversifies, Africa's geopolitical significance burgeons, offering a 

unique opportunity to redefine its stance on the international stage. This period of transition 

presents an invaluable opportunity for the United Nations to deepen its engagement with the 

continent, leveraging its vast resources and global influence to foster sustainable development, 

peace, and democratic governance across Africa. 

The UN's engagement in Africa is multifaceted, addressing a spectrum of challenges from conflict 

resolution and peacekeeping to economic development and environmental sustainability. In the 

face of shifting global dynamics, the UN's role as a mediator, facilitator, and development partner 

becomes ever more critical. The organization's comprehensive approach, combining 

peacekeeping efforts with initiatives aimed at economic and social development, aligns closely 

with Africa's aspirations for a peaceful and prosperous future. Economic growth and 

technological advancements in Africa have been significant, despite the backdrop of global 

economic uncertainties. The continent has demonstrated resilience, with a notable increase in 

GDP growth and a burgeoning middle class. Technological innovations, particularly in mobile 



banking and renewable energy, present new pathways for development and inclusion. These 

advancements underscore the continent's potential as a key player in the global economy, 

further emphasizing the importance of UN support in harnessing these opportunities for 

sustainable development. However, Africa's path is not without its challenges. Climate change, 

food security, healthcare infrastructure gaps, and the need for gender equality and women's 

empowerment remain pressing issues. The continent's vulnerability to climate change calls for 

robust adaptation strategies and international cooperation to mitigate its impacts. Efforts to 

combat food insecurity and malnutrition require a coordinated approach to transform agrifood 

systems for resilience and sustainability. 

The UN's peacekeeping missions in Africa highlight the organization's commitment to stability 

and peace in conflict-affected regions. Furthermore, the establishment of the United Nations 

Office of the Special Adviser on Africa exemplifies a strategic approach to bolstering international 

support for African development and security. This alignment with the African Union's 

development agenda and the transformative aspirations of Agenda 2063 illustrates the potential 

for collaborative efforts to address the continent's unique challenges and capitalize on its 

achievements. As the global landscape evolves, the relationship between Africa and the UN must 

adapt to the realities of a multipolar world. The UN's foundational goals must align with Africa's 

aspirations, necessitating strategic interventions to address contemporary challenges. Through 

collaboration, innovation, and shared objectives, the white paper aims to illuminate the 

pathways toward a prosperous, stable, and equitable Africa, fully integrated into the global 

community. 

Envisioning the Future: A Personal Reflection on UN-Africa Collaboration in a Multipolar World 

Reflecting on the vast tapestry that is Africa's current geopolitical, economic, and social 

landscape, I find myself drawn to consider the immense potential that lies within this continent's 

diversity and complexity. In my analysis, the journey towards realizing Africa's full potential is 

intricately linked to the collaborative efforts between African nations and the United Nations 

(UN). This discussion, derived from my contemplations and insights, aims to shed light on 

strategic pathways that can amplify the UN's role in Africa, set against the backdrop of a rapidly 

evolving global order. 

From my perspective, the essence of Africa's geopolitical significance in today's multipolar world 

cannot be overstated.  

Africa’s representation within the UN, with a substantial number of member states, positions the 

continent uniquely to sway international policy and direction. This numerical strength, 

emblematic of Africa’s potential to influence global governance, necessitates a coherent strategy 

to ensure Africa’s voice is not only recognized but also pivotal in crafting global outcomes. The 

partnership between the AU and the UN serves as a testament to this potential, demonstrating 

the importance of African unity in the diplomatic arena. Amidst the evolving dynamics of global 

diplomacy, Africa’s concerted effort in the UNESCO’s endorsement of the African Union’s “Year 



of Education” initiative stands as a testament to the strategic leverage garnered through its 

numerical strength within the United Nations. This monumental decision, heralded at the African 

Union Summit of Heads of State and Government, underscores the continent’s resolve to 

prioritize quality education as a cornerstone for sustainable development. 

The A3 bloc, comprising three elected African states on the UN Security Council, embodies the 

continent’s increasing diplomatic capacity and influence. This bloc’s effectiveness hinges on its 

ability to present unified positions, leveraging the collective political backing from Africa to shape 

discussions and decisions. Despite challenges, including geopolitical tensions and diverging 

interests among council members, the A3 bloc’s concerted efforts underscore the power of 

collective action in navigating the intricate dynamics of global diplomacy. 

Looking ahead, African states must leverage their numerical advantage and strategic 

partnerships to champion initiatives that align with the continent’s developmental and security 

aspirations. This entails a robust engagement strategy, enhancing diplomatic coordination, and 

fostering strategic alliances beyond the continent. The AU’s role, supported by the UN, is critical 

in this endeavor, advocating for a more equitable and inclusive international system that reflects 

the diverse interests and aspirations of the African continent. 

The continent's engagement on the international stage is pivotal, not just for its own 

development but for global stability and prosperity. As I see it, the UN's mediation and support 

can play a critical role in navigating the challenges that arise from Africa's complex political 

landscape, fostering an environment where peace and sovereignty coexist. 

Turning to the economic domain, I am struck by the resilience and dynamism of Africa's markets. 

Despite global uncertainties, there's a tangible sense of momentum towards economic growth 

and innovation. Here, the UN's potential to drive significant impact is evident. By supporting 

initiatives that bolster trade, infrastructure, and sustainable practices, the UN can contribute to 

an economic transformation that is both inclusive and far-reaching. In my view, harnessing this 

economic vibrancy is key to propelling Africa towards a future of prosperity. 

Socially, Africa's rich cultural heritage and youthful population stand as beacons of hope. It's my 

belief that the UN's engagement in social development projects—centered on health, education, 

and gender equality—can ignite a wave of progress that uplifts entire communities. Moreover, 

by championing inclusivity and human rights, the UN can help cultivate societies where every 

individual can thrive. 

In contemplating the UN's role within this context, I envision a partnership that is fluid and 

responsive to Africa's needs. The multipolar world presents both a challenge and an opportunity; 

it demands a reimagined approach to international collaboration, one that leverages the 

strengths of diverse global actors. It's my aspiration to see a UN that not only adapts to this reality 

but thrives within it, fostering a multilateral framework that amplifies Africa's voice and agency. 



Let us imagine a scenario where UN-Africa collaboration is deeply rooted in mutual respect and 

shared goals. In such a world, the strategic alignment between the UN's resources and Africa's 

development priorities could unlock unparalleled opportunities for growth, stability, and 

innovation across the continent. 

This discussion, grounded in my personal reflections, underscores the potential for 

transformative impact through enhanced UN-Africa collaboration. As we look to the future, it's 

my hope that the pathways outlined here inspire further exploration and action, marking a new 

chapter of prosperity and partnership for Africa in the multipolar world. 

Unleashing Africa's Potential: Navigating Development Paradoxes with the UN's Support 

In Africa's journey toward growth and self-reliance, a continent rich in natural resources and 

human potential faces a series of development paradoxes. These paradoxes, centered around 

the challenges of financing, energy access, and food security, starkly contrast with Africa's 

abundant capabilities. This exploration delves into how the United Nations (UN) is partnering 

with African nations to tackle these paradoxes, aiming to transform challenges into stepping 

stones for sustainable development. 

Finding the Keys to Unlock Financing 

A vital puzzle piece in Africa's development is the effective mobilization of domestic resources. 

It's about turning inward to harness Africa's own wealth and capacities. By sharpening tax 

collection systems, enhancing governmental spending, and tapping into innovative financing—

like green bonds or diaspora funds—Africa can fuel its own growth. The idea is simple yet 

powerful: Africa can fund its dreams by efficiently managing and expanding its own financial 

reservoirs, reducing dependence on outside help. 

Illuminating the Path with Sustainable Energy 

The quest for energy in Africa is more than just keeping the lights on; it's about empowering 

economies and communities. The continent is on a mission to secure energy for all, transitioning 

from traditional sources to greener, more sustainable power. Creating a welcoming space for 

investors and leveraging public-private partnerships are crucial moves to attract the funding 

needed for energy projects. This not only lights up homes and schools but also powers up farms 

and factories, sparking a wave of productivity across the continent. 

Nourishing the Future with Food Security 

In a continent where agriculture is the heartbeat of many economies, ensuring everyone has 

enough to eat is a cornerstone of development. Yet, achieving food security in Africa is 

intertwined with the challenge of climate change. By embracing technologies that support 

climate-smart agriculture and promoting sustainable food systems, Africa can turn its agricultural 

abundance into a shield against hunger. This involves innovating in the ways food is grown, 

processed, and distributed, ensuring that meals reach every table. 



Enhancing Education and Skills Development 

A critical lever for sustainable development in Africa is the investment in education and skills 

development. Empowering the youth with quality education, particularly in science, technology, 

engineering, and mathematics (STEM), is essential for fostering innovation and equipping the 

workforce with the skills needed for the jobs of tomorrow. The UN, through its agencies such as 

UNESCO and UNICEF, supports initiatives aimed at improving access to education, reducing 

disparities, and enhancing the quality of learning outcomes. Highlighting projects that introduce 

digital learning platforms or STEM programs in schools could illustrate the UN's commitment to 

strengthening Africa's human capital. 

Leveraging Technology for Development 

The digital revolution offers unparalleled opportunities for economic and social transformation. 

Emphasizing the UN's efforts to bridge the digital divide in Africa, such as supporting digital 

infrastructure projects or fostering digital literacy, showcases the potential of technology to drive 

progress. Highlighting success stories where technology has enabled access to financial services, 

improved agricultural productivity, or enhanced healthcare delivery can illustrate the 

transformative impact of digitalization on the continent's development trajectory. 

Promoting Regional Integration and Cooperation 

Regional integration is a cornerstone of Africa's strategy for achieving sustainable development 

and economic diversification. The African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) represents a 

landmark effort to create a single market for goods and services, facilitated by movement of 

people. Discussing the UN's role in supporting the implementation of the AfCFTA, through 

technical assistance, policy advice, and capacity-building efforts, could underscore the 

importance of regional cooperation in overcoming development challenges. Additionally, 

highlighting the UN's collaboration with the African Union and regional economic communities 

can demonstrate the synergies between global and regional initiatives in driving Africa's 

development agenda forward. 

The UN's role in this transformative journey is multifaceted. From providing expertise and 

facilitating international partnerships to advocating for Africa's needs on the global stage, the UN 

is a steadfast ally in Africa's quest to navigate and overcome its development paradoxes. Through 

collaborative efforts, the vision is to craft a future where Africa's potential is fully unleashed, 

marked by prosperity, sustainability, and resilience. 

This narrative isn't just a recount of challenges and strategies; it's a testament to Africa's strength 

and determination to shape a future of its own making. With the UN's support, Africa is not only 

confronting its paradoxes but is also paving new pathways to a brighter, self-sustained tomorrow. 

Toward a Sustainable Future: Strategic Recommendations for UN Engagement in Africa 



Reflecting on the pivotal themes of our exploration, it's imperative to steer our conversation 

towards actionable pathways that not only align with the United Nations' core missions in Africa 

but also resonate deeply with the continent's aspirations within a multipolar world. This 

discourse, rooted in a profound appreciation of the UN's efforts and Africa's dynamic landscape, 

offers strategic recommendations aimed at enhancing the symbiotic relationship between the 

continent and the global body. 

Central to our recommendations is the cultivation of enriched partnerships. The power of 

collaborative engagement between the UN, African states, and regional entities stands as a 

testament to what can be achieved when collective action is prioritized. By fostering a platform 

where African voices lead and shape the discourse, especially on issues critical to the continent's 

progress like climate change, technological advancement, and sustainable development, we 

underscore the ethos of true partnership. It's about creating a dialogue where Africa's priorities 

drive global conversations and solutions. 

Economic diversification emerges as a critical pillar for sustainable development. The UN's role 

in advocating for and supporting initiatives that drive diversification cannot be overstated. From 

championing renewable energy projects to backing the digital economy, the organization plays a 

crucial role in laying the groundwork for a resilient and vibrant economic future for Africa. 

Investment in infrastructure, particularly in education and technology, becomes a catalyst for 

change, enabling the continent to unlock its immense potential. 

The pursuit of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) offers a strategic framework for action. 

The alignment of the UN's endeavors with these global benchmarks, especially in education, 

clean energy, and environmental sustainability, not only advances Africa's development agenda 

but also integrates the continent's needs and aspirations into a global vision. The sharing of 

innovations and successes becomes a vehicle for mutual learning and acceleration towards these 

common goals. 

Innovation and technological advancement stand at the forefront of Africa's transformation. The 

UN's ability to bridge partnerships with the private sector introduces a realm of possibilities in 

addressing some of Africa's most pressing challenges. By emphasizing the importance of STEM 

education and digital literacy, the organization plays a pivotal role in preparing Africa's youth for 

the future, ensuring they are not just consumers of technology but creators and innovators in 

their own right. 

The foundation of peace and security is essential for sustainable development. The UN's 

commitment to preventive diplomacy and its efforts to address the underlying causes of conflicts 

through dialogue and mediation reaffirm its indispensable role in fostering a peaceful 

environment where development can thrive. Supporting the capacity of regional organizations 

for effective conflict management emphasizes a commitment to African-led solutions and 

sustainable peace. 



These strategic recommendations are a call to action—a blueprint for strengthening the UN's 

support for Africa in navigating the complexities of a multipolar world. It's a vision that champions 

inclusivity, leverages innovation, and upholds the principles of sustainable development and 

peace. As we envision the future, these recommendations underscore the importance of a 

reinvigorated UN-Africa partnership, poised to address the challenges of today while seizing the 

opportunities of tomorrow. This is not just a pathway to development but a journey towards a 

shared destiny of prosperity and stability, deeply embedded in the principles of unity, respect, 

and mutual aspiration. 

A Unified Vision for the Future: Concluding Reflections on Africa and the United Nation 

The discourse on whether Africa can thrive independently of the UN, or whether the UN can fully 

achieve its global mandate without Africa, unravels a complex web of interrelations. Africa’s 

contributions to the global community—its resources, its youth, and its unique perspectives on 

governance and development—are indispensable. They enrich the global dialogue and 

contribute significantly to the collective pursuit of sustainable development goals. Conversely, 

the UN’s support structures, its capacity to mobilize international resources, and its global 

governance frameworks are instrumental for Africa’s stability and development ambitions. This 

interdependency is not merely transactional but reflective of a deeper symbiosis. Africa’s journey 

towards achieving its developmental goals and asserting its place on the global stage is intricately 

linked with the UN’s evolving role in a multipolar world. The UN’s ability to adapt and respond to 

Africa’s needs and aspirations, fostering innovative and inclusive partnerships, is pivotal for the 

continent’s future trajectory. 

As experts and stakeholders reflect on this relationship, the conversation transcends traditional 

narratives of aid and assistance. It evolves into a discourse on partnership, shared goals, and 

mutual respect. 

As we draw the threads of our discourse to a close, reflecting on "The United Nations in a 

Multipolar World: Assessing Its Role and Relevance in Africa's Future," it's evident that the 

journey we've embarked upon is both rich and multifaceted. This white paper has traversed the 

broad landscapes of Africa's development, peace, and prosperity, exploring the intricate ways in 

which the United Nations has become an integral ally in the continent's quest for a brighter 

future. Through a lens that balances the nuances of global diplomacy, regional collaboration, and 

local innovation, we've uncovered a narrative that reaffirms the UN's enduring relevance in Africa 

amidst the complexities of a rapidly evolving multipolar world. 

The strategic recommendations offered herein are not mere endpoints but are beacons guiding 

the way forward—a testament to the potential that lies in fortified partnerships, innovative 

solutions, and shared commitments to sustainable development goals. These pathways 

illuminate the importance of collaborative engagement, where African voices lead and global 

actions support, crafting a future where the continent's aspirations and potentials are not only 

recognized but fully realized. 



In this journey, the UN emerges not merely as a facilitator but as a crucial catalyst for change. Its 

role in peacekeeping, development, and advocacy has underscored the importance of a united 

approach to addressing Africa's unique challenges and leveraging its vast opportunities. In a 

world marked by shifting powers and emerging influencers, the UN's ability to adapt, engage, 

and inspire collective action remains its most significant asset.  

Yet, the dialogue does not end here. This white paper serves as an invitation to all stakeholders—

governments, civil society, private sector, and the international community—to engage in a 

continuous and dynamic conversation about Africa's role in the global arena and the ways in 

which the UN can further enhance its support for the continent. It is a call to action for innovative 

partnerships, strategic investments, and sustained advocacy that align with both Africa's 

priorities and global development agendas. 

In conclusion, the essence of the findings and discussion transcend the pages of this document. 

It resonates with the shared aspirations of a continent on the cusp of transformation and a global 

organization at the heart of international cooperation. As we look to the future, the narrative of 

Africa and the United Nations in a multipolar world is one of hope, resilience, and unwavering 

commitment to a shared vision of peace, prosperity, and sustainable development. This journey, 

marked by challenges, opportunities, and successes, reaffirms the indispensable role of the 

United Nations in shaping a world where Africa's potentials are not just acknowledged but 

celebrated and nurtured towards the collective well-being of its people and the global 

community. 
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